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I have just returned from Duval High School’s 
Year 7 excursion to the Warrumbungles. The 
highlights were the bushwalks, students cooking 
all their own food, and a visit to the Sidings 
Springs observatory. It was terrific to get 
alongside students and staff and share in a 
common experience outside the classroom. 
In Term 4 SRE classes are exploring world 
views. Years 7 and 8 visit the story of Jonah to see the 
example of Jonah living inconsistently with his world view. This is compared 
and contrasted with Jesus who lives an authentic life. Students are discovering 
that people who follow Jesus shape their lives around him. 

Years 9 and 10 are exploring a clash of world views in 
the book of Daniel as God’s people come up against a 
society directly opposed to their way of life. Students 
are considering their own world views and how 
Christians today face similar challenges to Daniel.

Matt Mulready, SRE Teacher
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Dates for Your Dairy
• Saturday 4th November - Pancakes and Prayer Breakfast 

8-9:30am - Armidale District Baptist Church, Jessie St.

• Wednesday 8th November - AYF Annual General Meeting 
7:30pm - St Peter’s Parish Centre, Tincombe Lane. All are welcome to attend the annual 
general meeting. However, please note that only AYF members may vote. 

• Saturday 25th November - Backyard Christmas Fun Night for all Ages 
5:30-8:30pm - 108 Donnelly St. Bring picnic rug and Gold coin donation for meal. (See Flyer)

Yearly SRE Wrap Up 2017...



P&C Associations: Whose Voice?
A dark, draughty school hall and hard plastic chairs. Cups of 
lukewarm International Roast Coffee and Arnott’s Milk Arrowroot 
biscuits (a couple of stale assorted creams too). A handful of 
disgruntled parents and irritable seniors, each with an axe or 
two to grind. Until recently, the very mention of the term ‘P&C’ 
(Parents and Citizens) did very little to rouse my interest. That 
was, however, until I realised the real potential these groups 
have to prompt debate in the public sphere and influence 
political action. One  issue, in particular, sparked my interest. 

In August this year NSW P&C officials wrote to State 
Education Minister Rob Stokes requesting that students who 

opt out of Special Religious Education (SRE) or Special Education in Ethics (SEE) be 
permitted to engage in curriculum-based activities during these lesson times. 
Attempting to change current rules which uphold student’s legal right to attend SRE 
and SEE (Education Act) without disadvantage, P&C representatives argued that 
children ought to be allowed to “get on with their education.” And though the Minister 
has publicly stated that the Government will not be revisiting its position, I wonder how 
long it will be before this debate, or one like it, is raised again?  Currently more than 
32,000 children in NSW alone attend Primary Ethics in lieu of SRE,  highlighting that 
even the most time-honoured policies concerning religious education in our schools 
are up for grabs.

So how much influence can your local P&C really have 
concerning such matters? Perhaps more than you might 
think. More than voting on uniform changes and 
campaigning for healthy food alternatives in the canteen 
(both important issues), P&C representatives have the 
capacity to influence changes concerning curriculum, 
assessment and teaching standards, safe physical 
environments in and around schools, and ensure that 
Government legislation is being followed at an 
administrative and practical level.  

As I scoured the internet for P&C information, I was struck by the volume of what I 
found. But I wonder how many Christian voices are heard in these conversations. How 
much of what the Bible, and therefore God, has to say about the instruction of children 
and healthy communities is actually vocalised? And how important is this anyway?

The reality of a “hectic world of precarious work-life balances and two-income 
families,” not to mention current church commitments, means that finding time to 
volunteer on a P&C is, granted, difficult. On top of time pressures, you may find 
yourself the only Christian on the committee or even the only ‘conservative’ voice. The 
truth is that, as you uphold God’s good design for His world you might find yourself 
marginalised and labelled a bigot. Or even worse. So why even consider such a role? 

If you are Christian, then you know that God’s intentions and instructions for this world 
are driven by love and truth.  He instructs us to let our light shine out of darkness and 
before others.  Doing this in the context of your local P&C may seem insignificant or 
even dull but, as I’ve discovered, this is far from true. Now, you may not change 
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Please Pray...

• For revealing himself most clearly through the person of his 
son, Jesus

• For the distribution of Bibles; from the Gideons to Year 7 
students, and Scripture Union to ISCF groups

• For the completion of the Years 7-10 SRE curriculum by 
ThinkFaith, used in SRE at both Duval and Armidale High 
Schools

• For students to know God better as they explore and 
discuss the Bible in SRE and ISCF

• For large SRE enrolments in 2018

• For wisdom in planning towards the Armidale Future School

To establish, maintain and grow Christian witness and education in Armidale’s State High Schools.

legislation after your first monthly meeting(!), but there 
is real opportunity before us. God’s standards and 
plans for His world, including those concerning 
children, are good and true. If not Christians, then who 
will hold out this goodness and truth, particularly where 
education is concerned? Are you able? Are you willing? 
Perhaps God wants to use you in this context. And you 
never know, you might just be lucky enough to score 
the last stale Monte Carlo at the next meeting!

 Rev.Tam Ramsay

Please Praise God...

AYF Management Committee 
Member Church Contact
Robert Dewhurst Armidale District Baptist 6775 1727

Robert McClenaghan St Mark’s Chapel 6775 1631

Tam Ramsay St Mark’s Chapel 0431 092 152

Jason Riley St Peter’s Anglican 0409 396 713

Philip Ward Armidale City Church 6772 2087

David Wysel St Peter’s Anglican 0418 632 129

Julie Tadman Chapel St. Baptist 5713 0002

Garage Sale Review
What a magnificent day!  The 
AYF Monster Spring Sale held in 
September was a huge success, 
raising almost $7,500 towards the 
work of Armidale Youth Futures Inc. 
in Duval High and Armidale High 
School. It was wonderful to see 
many familiar faces, and even better 
to see so many new ones!

Thank you to everyone involved in 
the day...from the volunteers on the 
tables to the cooks, cleaners, and 
the spruikers, and particularly to all 
those who generously donated their 
items for the sale.



Armidale Youth Futures inc.

You can make a differenceRESPONSE FORM:

This ministry is funded entirely through gifts from the Armidale community.

Alternatively, visit www.ayf.org.au 
and click ‘Donate to AYF’ to make 

your donation by credit card.

Completed forms should be mailed to:
Armidale Youth Futures

P.O. Box 1711, Armidale NSW 2350

  Personal Details

 Payment Method (please tick and fill out your preferred payment option)

Name __________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address __________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________________________________

Church (optional) ___________________________________________________________________

       I will be making a Direct Debit payment:

 Amount per month: $   

 One-off payment: $     

 AYF Account Details: BSB 637 000 
      Account no 718459931 
 
Include your name in the payee description field if you require a receipt (issued quarterly).

 Please deduct from my credit card each month:  $30    $60     $85  $
 OR    I’d like to make a one-off special gift to AYF $  

 Credit card type:   Visa    Mastercard    

 Name on card:  

    Card number:  _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _   Expiry:  _ _ / _ _

   CCV* number:  Signature: 

     *CCV number is the last 3 digits in the signature area on the back of your credit card

 Note: Donations will appear on your statement as “Armidale Youth”

 I enclose my cheque/ money order for  $    
 (made payable to Armidale Youth Futures Inc.)

All donations $2 

and over are tax  

deductible. 

Thank you for investing in  
the lives of the young people  
of Armidale for the gospel.
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